The Keys to a Perfect Yard
and a Pest Free Home
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You’re driving down the street towards your house and you see your neighbor’s yard. It’s lush,
green, and perfectly cut and cared for. As you turn into your driveway, you see a completely
different picture.
Your yard is brown, dry, and dead. You sigh in frustration. You’ve always wanted that beautiful
lawn, one you can be proud of, but have never been able to put in the time it would take.
Besides, you’re not even sure where you’d begin if you did have the time.
This guide gives you some quick and easy tips to get the dream yard you’ve always wanted
without spending tons of time.

5 SECRETS TO A BEAUTIFUL LAWN

So what’s your neighbor’s secret? How do you get the lawn of your
dreams? Below are some simple tricks that you can do to get your dream
lawn in no time.

1. Forget the Lawn Gnomes

A common mistake in lawn beautification is thinking that instead of investing
in quality landscaping, you should decorate your lawn like you would your
thanksgiving table. However adding in lawn gnomes, pots, and other items
that really don’t belong in nature can significantly cheapen your lawn. They
also often cause the areas where they sit to turn brown since they aren’t
watered or given enough sunlight.

2. Know When the Grass Is Thirsty

Let’s face it, in Florida it doesn’t rain, it pours and it really pours. You may
think that these natural showers are all your lawn needs throughout the day.
However, your lawn may be thirstier than you think. The water from the
morning rainstorm may have immediately seeped through the soil, leaving
your lawn with the risk of becoming scorched throughout the sunny afternoon.
Checking the soil to see how moist it actually is at various times of the day
will help you learn your lawn’s needs so that each and every square inch can
be healthy and green. The struggle in Orlando lawn care is making sure that
the water reaches the soil at least six inches down. Even if your community
has restrictions on when you can water your lawn to preserve water, you can
make every drop of water counts.

3. Don’t Forget to Fertilize

Sprinkle your lawn with Nitrogen based grass fertilizer to keep the grass
greener for longer. The Nitrogen, as it is found in Ammonia and Epsom salts,
will stimulate the foliage and help the lawn retain water.

4. Make That Lawn Pest-Free

Florida is a jungle and there are probably more species of bugs and insects
living in your lawn, trees, and bushes than in the swarm special you watched

				

on the Discovery Channel and nothing breaks up a lawn quite like a pest control
problem. These bugs can eat the nutrients out of your grass and are most likely the
reason you have difficult brown spots in certain places. Whether it’s insects that strip
your grass and soil of nutrients or something burrowing from the soil underneath, you
want to have it taken care of quickly and efficiently.
If you find that your homeopathic pest control methods aren’t cutting it, calling in
for monthly or annual professional treatments could mean the difference between
fighting a losing battle and getting your lawn to the state that it deserves. Getting a
professional there immediately can save you hundreds of dollars and from dozens of
upturned areas or yellow spots.

5. Admit When You Need Help

There’s no shame in admitting when you’ve been beat. Professional lawn care in
Orlando can help you pick up the slack when you just don’t have the time or the
energy to keep up.
Whether you want to keep your lawn pristine while you are on vacation or your pest
problem has escalated, calling and getting a free quote from a professional service can
help you get your lawn to a green state that will make all your neighbors jealous.
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PREVENTING PESTS FROM TAKING
OVER YOUR LAWN & HOME
While fertilizing and watering your lawn are pretty straight forward, eliminating pests
is a little bit trickier. The list of lawn pests is never-ending, including critters like:
• Millipedes
• Centipedes
• Ants
• Boxelder bugs
• Crickets
• Earwigs
• Silverfish
• Ticks
• Fleas
How are you supposed to tackle all of these pests? What can you do to discourage
these pests from making your lawn their home?
There are some steps that home and business owners can take to ensure that lawn
pests do not become a serious issue. Follow the steps below to not only keep your
lawn clean and pest-free, but also maintain the beauty, longevity, and cleanliness of
your home and yard.
Lawn pests can be prevented through techniques such as:
• Sealing cracks that surround windows and doors
• Removing any debris or firewood piles from the immediate perimeter
of the home
• Ensuring that trash residue does not remain after the garbage is gone
• Properly storing garbage until it’s time for disposal
• Identifying and reducing areas that collect water or have excessive moisture
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FLORIDA PESTS 101

You now know how to prevent some lawn pests, but what about the pests
that you can’t take care of on your own? You usually need to call in an
exterminator to make sure that these pests are completely eliminated.

Bed Bugs

Here is a quick list of the pests you may need help from an exterminator to
get rid of and why they are so troublesome.

The idea of creepy crawlies in the most intimate of spaces like your bed makes
everyone shutter. Bed bugs, however, are definitely not just a summer problem
and can sneak into your bed anytime with the help of pets and luggage.
Finding tiny bite marks on your legs or arms are usually the first hint that you
have bed bugs and they should be taken care of immediately to ensure that the
only guests in your bed are the ones that you invite.

Rodents

Termites

Rodents can wreak havoc on your lawn or sneak into walls and gnaw on
everything from dry wall to insulation and even electrical wiring. Not only
can this create substantial replacement costs, but can also create destructive
or dangerous situations in your home.
In addition to the damage that they cause, rodents carry a number of
diseases that are passed on to humans. According to the Center for Disease
Control, there are eleven diseases that can be directly transmitted by rodents.
Some of these include Hantavirus, Hemorrhagic Fever, Salmonella, Rat Bite
Fever, Tapeworms, Typhus, Bubonic Plague, and Weil’s Disease. All of these
diseases come with nasty and often life threatening symptoms.
Keeping the rodents out of your home can sometimes be as simple as cutting
off access to vulnerable areas such as drains, gutters, garage doors, and
open windows. However, if you hear the pitter patter of four tiny feet or little
squeaks and squeals through the walls at night, you may need to call in the
big guns pronto.

Of all the pests that will make you call an exterminator, termites are among
the creepiest (pun intended). One termite queen can live for 25 years and lay
2,000 eggs a day. They also cause $5 billion a year in home damage.
While termite damage may be primarily noticed in your home, the real threat
is in your yard. Your yard is where termites build their colony and then send
termites out to scavenge for food, food usually found in the wood of your
home. While you may not be able to locate the underground termite colony, an
exterminator can.
If you realize that you have an infestation of any of the pests mentioned
above, call an exterminator immediately. By eliminating the problem early on,
you will ensure that your home stays beautiful and your family stays healthy.

Spiders

It doesn’t matter how old you are or how big you are, no one handles
spiders very well. Though you may escape relatively unscathed from most
spider bites, other Florida spiders such as the Black Widow and Brown
Recluse can leave painful and dangerous bites. That’s why keeping your
entire home and lawn eight-legged creature free should be at the top of
your to do list.
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You now know how to make your dream lawn a
reality, but what if you still don’t have the time
or energy? If you need help beautifying your
lawn, then look no further than Gato Guard!
With Gato Guard, our team of experienced
professionals will work to make sure that you
have your dream lawn. We make sure that your
lawn has everything it needs to thrive and we
eliminate anything, like pests, that could prevent
from reaching its full potential. If you’re ready
to finally realize the yard of your dreams, call
Gato Guard today!
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